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WHEN introchuced the frs ediion of Torgue 1 was cxcited
atthe prospeet of launching the Riders Assocation of Triumph
and full o ancicipation abont s urure

Your response has been terrific and has already established

h ownership.
Yo just the fist twvo months over 3000 people have joincd the
club. At the ime of writing (mid November) we arc active in the
UK, France, Germany and the United State,with Greeee, laly,
Canada and Sweden coming live in the next few weeks and
picparations being made in & number o other countrics,
‘Ourietwork of desle packs cxtcads o over 300 groups and
e programmBif cvents and discounts package s expanding all

The nc ecsid B his cditon of Torue crrics detsils of
planncdcyendhinthe USA, UK ind Germany - ncling
o tajor 1997 Sunmer Festial taking place in Germany's
Siing Bl Forestregion nest August s teporkof our
igaugural owting 1 he launch of the 1996 BesujolsisNouteau win

Our Wheels'sction cofaim et ofdisconns a0 packages e
Sty i ne o o ofi s
o cut pre 0 and i includin insuranety mbrorycld and
ot 1T e

Mebers in the UK: France, Germay and the Unived Sttes will sl
cceive  opy of the naional Ty newlettr with thi editon, Vi he
et desler packs i their éountry and detiling news ot Trumph and AT
eV the region. Othcraeiee countric il ad theie o nevedlerters in
e o

And thac st she st

10 been  breahiaking and exbilraing experience o have been a partof
b it gl an s e hase e fuorc ahesd Tiding
shd enying ot Trotph otoreydestogerhel

Butics sull arly faye. Wel are svorkingony varidy of e prefecs afd
ol bR 10 Wear frmrmensbers i Pheir Eomme i on hat e Hive
done so far and ideas

Why

e the future,

me atclub headquarters

and give me your point of view
W wll i e e it B e e i

me know how you would like t0 see it grow

Thanks for your outstand

support and enthusiasm, tell your Triumph
tiding fricnds wht they are missing and 1 look forward to meeting you st RAT
events throughou the coming year

Neil Webste
Internatonal Club Manager



what’s

4 News
Reporting from our Beaujolais Run, plans for a

Summer Festival and action and activities worldwide,

8 On Tour - Highland

Hit the high roads as tour guide Wolf Téns leads us
through the delights of Scotland. If you like what you
e youean book your place for next year’s trip!

12'Big fun!

Neil Websier begged nd eajoled Wi the gay< i
Teiumph's Raand D depariment lct hin loose on 2
pre production T509 Speed Triple. He hasn'e stoppcd

grinring yet.

14 Looking back

i o R ok e
h tester Perey Taitwas one of

B o5 el cof i s

Werell afew ales

17 Letters

Your chance to speak out

| & Behind the Scenes

TP Himekey production e depénds orteam
work and quality control for its success.
We scc how itall works

20 Deals on Wheels

Hire a Triumph, hire a car. Take a trip to the Alps or
watch some vidcos. More ways to get more from your
motorcycling for less.

22 Gifts and goodies

Triumphs range of accessorics and leisure items
provides ideal gift ideas for club members - cven if
you have to buy them for yourself!




mternational

Pt w1l be el i

Germany’ suning Black

Fores region in August 1997
Based atthe picturesque

s town of Bad Ptersal,

south of Baden-Baden and et

include pae, s, runs
and compet

Camping willbeavalable
o the fsival it at the
er-Moble

o theoutskins ofthe villg,

Campingplta
with  range of hotl,

gucsthouse and peosion

secommodaion avaiabl a

bort dtance sway

seletionof rding cycaisto

Including gide s,

news

Spring Rally

HE 197 scss0n gets There s sl charge or
o dersy with the it ey o the park,butonce

RAT UK Sprn aly o1 insde,cney o the rlly arca i

Stunfoed Hall, neae. fre

Toerwort, Leiesenhire,on -~ “The balland s small.

Plantfor the dayinclbden. open o the public o 3 sl
rescrsed b vonly display  dddifons! <harye ndthete e
parking e e marguer,  permaneor afcteraand i
Ticenced b, otcring, g rot s and raft worksbops
and a2 band The Thurgh Localbed and breskfys,

decribed in the aly

onsite, dong with fctory per- s availabl o siembers
. e

oo, el bcs
coltepadak v
e gl
A pary Wl
danin, oo d R TRE
g il
S o N
s fod gl chore
ind ok gl b
Gty
Members will b s o

eonai oo the e s g

thep wih,exending thei stay

into 3 foger holiday i they
The fesivalwill be apen

0 RAT mermbersonly,with

furtherdetis and baoking
e svaible i the next
ediion of Torgue, publshed o
March 1,1997.

Furter information can

e obesined fom the

w450

range of Thumpighachines.  Leicestershire Tours.
Ao i locStion o deslr  Information Ofice on +44

groupdeou, Sraford Hall ()16 265 0555, the

sloeaed nthe cenvecof he N

countey nesrchejunctionof +44 (DI0604 2677 arthe

he M) My in s beaurifl _<Rugby TIO 0 44 (P8

Prklndcging bz

Party time at Daytona
[ o o or skt e
"y e o ol A .
ey il o o o e Daor B Hion
oo g e 7t iy s

hamptonshice TIO on

i

and deser representatives, providing 3 great opportuity o
e other club members from al over the world

Trumph Motorcycies America will ko have the new 1997
line-up on dispay ncluding the all-new Dayeona T595 sportsbike
and Spoed Trple 509 sreecfhter

You can lso see some very famous sieet and race bike,
watch some old clasic movies festuring Trumphs 3nd tk to
some of the factory representatives from Trumph. Appeizers
and drinks il e served

Plase remember to bring your RAT mambership card for
access o ll b events during Biks Week.



Wine, wind
and French fun

NOW, icc, e an
AT members mesting up for the clob' first major
exent at November's Beaujolais Nouseau ceebr

ind could' pecvent almost 40

France

Members and guestsfrom northern Europe - including
representativs from Triumph France, Triumph Germany,
Royal Automobile Club and

7

journalsts from France Germany and the UK - battled
though ppling weaterconditons o ke he s
i the French champagne capital of

K chacapagec st recepion e ol
Triomph deolership, Marchiwicki Moo, providcd hes
travellers with the chance to swap sories and i the newt

he

s the clul mermbers et at
the wine village of Beauieu to
take part in the spectacular
snnual ‘Sarmenteles de
Beavjeu’ celebrarions

‘With over 2000 people packed

o a huge heated marquee, the

A

evening contained a cab
onal flags - including an unschedled
‘member from Monaco proudly

show, parade of
appearance by a K.
bearing his own nation'sflag - an excellent meal and as
much wine as cach guest could drink!

Midnight saw everyone lee the tent a5 fircwork
s huge torchit parade through

includifga RAT group

day's trip to the Vil

were the .
but here was sl time fo the grouptobréakthe rip with

???”b,.. ek o the

malsiag the ¢

ST

complining how cold it
yas bere in the norch!
™I

KiTcmbers metup i o he By

e Kl R . ... 3
Bl Koot ad K v o g

before heading

Ashe e mn}vvRATwmm o —
provedgrcn vudses i

E T B o e

m!em-muallv i
club off i an exciring

W Tonguc

sher,

procedure

From hell to heaven

AL ok ey Novges sy
T e GO of theTaES of T RAT b
Roniadpi et G Mok and T it

Neil Webiey,
With tv ches of s o7 he
sround, frcczing conditions and
more snow falling, everyone had
Feacton. You're not sill
going are you
Not really belicviog we would
complete even the frst e of the
journey, | insisted on giving it 3 go and sithered ot of the
ry gates o sart the journey in the company of Motor
Cyele News journalist Teery Sncllng,
“The fist 50 miles were hellas snow, spray and ice cut

specds dovwn to 30 mph. The weather wrned from snow 10

Ofthe sixother UK
planncd to make the the i, o

Trumph i
b RAG o ptrel
Lt upby hes s

i e o e by s and fily, il a Yt oo

becameuueh in the snow aficr stating out
Aftcr a ain soaked dash across northern France we met
it e members n e and e 3 igh's e
e seady for the rip dowi the Bessiolais reg
Vel o Ao madt ey
ind althaugh welef] it group
refilling sopd down the
- cetINg iire
membersa a xclen lnch i
e final 150 miles

ning’s big party s
Besuic wosbiliny \\,mm“
wables given over to KA

dancing and good food, it was a iot of an

i back was mainly notabl for the effcts o
{rcker’s Hockade. The authortis bad
motoruay, but our group ofriders

frc
< Trophy 900 and

e whole apriccevas e am vy oking

[
W 1 T @)




vabics and oo

Club gear - Action time

Y —— Tstof goodis o b produced, N and offtrack fun is promised a the first RAT
goiarongeare  with oher itms including  Action Day,at the UK's Mallory Park race circuit
now avalble through fackers, capn, bdgesand on April 10,

Tromph desers. Swearshirs,  sicker tobe el shorly. Open to RAT members oy, he day includes the

Yo Tyl st

Foran diona e you an o
et ey ok v Makorys
own offroad c

The price for th day vl b 125
per person, including morning

444 (0)1455 842931, fax +44 (0)1455
8289,

e, e
L3 companics 0 the it ining. See the Deals on Wheel:
et traine VW e (il e

 with the corrct

e, bt ghes

T
P LA St R

The one day course will ake ndorsement,  ul fce DOT

Feeace Wik s moorcil

plce at Sars Poiot Raceway i o ——

somsitosntionis ("] A CS chI,‘

s pefec,withthe AMRA race bootscovring the ankles high

the presions weckend and the AMA Supeike cvent ollowing o more denil or o rscre your spor,plsse
the next weekend. (CLASS Motorcyele Schools a (805 933936, fthem 1 (805
Regiand his school st bt very wel respected theoughous 933987, Be s o inform them that you ae with th Riders
the industry for heir succses n tesching ridersof l skill vels Assocition of Trumph,
improved iding, with the cophsis o concentrtion, smoothcs,
snd sfey Plcse remembertha you re envlin in this course ‘ot your
A very lmited musber of spos are avslablefor this course oW k. Ax such,you wil be aked t s o bty waver before
and anothee date il o be scheduled, s plese ook calyif o enteig the rock We, olong with CLASS Riding Schools,strongly
want place, The confo the day will be S27500 and you will  encaurog tht you hove proper medial nsurance




Poy s
Jonning an excusve
one day Triumph Adranced
Riding School at Loudon

Raceway in New Hampabire,
USA, during 1997, A dut has

sl 0 b i, bt the cont

perperon will be
spprosienscly $20000.

sy wll known
schoolwill exch you how o
ide your Trivmph fse,
ease,and withgrester
contel Thiscouese s ot
wrack day:msead you can
lesen bow to rid

efecively,which will ke

Tramph motoreyle s redy
for the track,a
preparaion s much cser  jacket and
han you may think.

svailable, 0 cven if
own st ofeathers orriding
bootsyas sl e oo cxcuse
ot 10 expeience the sheer
il of larning.

Riding with the
Penguins

deather pants (chaps
prble, eather

ke rack v

Contact Penguin Racog.

the requirement,Be e to
el them thatyo e with the
Riders Asociaton

Triumph. Only 30 spots ace
nd the avalabe, 0 reserveyour place
1 schou may be
Cheduld i all s il
Equipment rntals ae ol stye glovestht cover

Plese remember that you
e riding ot your own ik’ ond
you il b reqired

labiy reeas before entering
the tack We, dong with

School is now i s 23rd year

riding
much more cnjoyable

Ml you necd todo s
ensurethat you and your

On the road
5. ATy ol
M

o ket S

e rack

o o Sl ol

| Performance ar Mallory

il and is
e st gzad rcing school in
he gounery The course

lagcoom snd

Penguin Racing, strongly
recommend tha o portcparts
hove proper medi coverage.

17 youd plan ey

NGLAND My T ek ocrionfor  Reefimance
i f o T AP
s

. o

- g theory o ot oy il

courses v scheduled,
o g
bed and

coland 3 ot Lonch ydm'l-n-hru‘en araree

o4
-

T
o

ek e Fidon

Course are rum fo groups | SouNenier e
offour riders, allowing il
52 o el
behired s i
contoland e selction, the day

hesyy bskng,cric b

P TN s by s
5 2

e cigm echniguc,
Accomy

booklet and video,th conrcs

members,incluing o ights
hote bod and b
RAT coure.

in 1997
are Apri 1213 and 26027;
May 1011 and 19720 june.

St Toiingn +40 )

i 10 o O Fiory koo v

Al Rae vanng court. Cantr

Aprl2427  RATIShre wainingcourse, Cambrdge, Engind.

April 27 Spring Raly Stanord Hal,Leicessertire Engand.

oy 1011 RiTshre e Engind

iy 19020 RSt i ours, Combrcg,Engnd

June | TT Gathering, sl of Man. Location to be announced.

Jone 16117 RATIShre raining course, Cambridge.Engand

Jine 24 rerormarce Keg D oy P s, Ennd.
23 e, Famphire, Engin

Bl ok ParyDayions Beach Hian ot Hrida, USA.
Ploncer Run, England. Eprom to Brghcon Why not orgas 3 desle group
oo vk et e e m».m Madera Drwel

g, g
RATs o oo oo Zﬁm

Octoner 2728







on TOUR

morning, a short motorseay ride takes

us 1o Hinckley

e Triumph

After 3 night at the multistar
Hinckley Island hotel everybody will
o relaxed to swvour  trp through the
Peak Distict and Yorkshire. For the
sccond night, the group will stay in

Huddersfield in a cosy horel, whose

small bar merits an cntry in the
Guiness Book of Records,
wing day, July 16:h, the

spectacular mountains of Glencae
where we stay in a typical climbers
botel We dont
bt i small roups of seven bikes, ach

sycLin a big

it its own guidey each making s
indiy i schedule.

The Isle of Skye may be more
g it the T ol M b
Taser s our choicey and it won't be
il

Mull s be somcthing ke the
Seutish version of Corsica with ts tiny
FoldEORY the o RTRTover Hills o
smallfishing ports ke Tobermary.

After a visit o the Tobermary
whisky disllry,a boattip t the seal

Vi B AR B R

dredres ageas if 6 why

‘ot Sconlaned onta Trimph - aftcr
having visted the bike's birthplace at

Hinckley? You can do

o, courtesy of
RAT and Triumph Owners Tours
You can cven leave your own bike at
home and hire  Triumph!

ou can st your ip from

meet us at the ferry in Rottcrdaim, be
met at Heatheow Aiportorjoin s a3
mecting point i the UK.

We il be riding i the middle of

the Scortish summer. Riders from
contnental Europe who want to tie in
their trip with 4 vist to Trivmph's
headquarters will leave  from
Rotterdam on July 13th, and afier

srriving in Hull the following




T |

colonies offes the ideal excuse to park
the bikes for a while, Our hotel is just
by the harbour.

a stop at Eilean Donan, famous for the
making of The Highlander
There are few cities on o

The following day Its oad) but one worth a stop
| takes us back 1o the sfice a 57 mile ride
| Scottish  mainland, unbelievable along the coast o reach

From here it 3 cor it s Ullapoo,wih its
\ wrast bevween vast, how many different ou and nice

quiet hill and scaside

touring. I¢s unbelicv.  faces Scotland  oug. Afeer Ullapon
able how maay different you won't sce many
fices Scotland has: Riding has pople for the rest of the

throvigh an almost Alpine sttng,
you are within an hour of idyllic
beaches such as the e in Gairloch, on

which our hotelstands. Bt frst there's

day, justplain countryside, but
the hunting and fishing horel in
Scourie makes it enjoyable 1o stay in
the midelc of powhezs.




Fibing prt and mountsne. Besches and
T T

“The following day Durness marks
the most northern point of the tour.
We'll explore the seret of the caves on
the sandy beach peppered with
spectacalar rocks, take a shower (for
those who want t0)a the Flsof Shin,
enter as  team for the local Highland
and enjoy the road to
Stnini in o iy i
we reach our next ot

it wasn'tJuly, we could go kiing
the next day on our way to Spitl. It
so0n becomes very high and hill, but
only after having stopped at the
Culloden Muir Bawe Site where the
Scottish, rallying to the cause of

“Bonnie Prince cmm:, failed to gain

i independnce Angther doyhar

‘..,,km..g B o]
m&“‘ ofshsir country

A our hatel fo the next o
nights s situated . i les than
17 acte o fncst Scottih countegide,
ihich ali> hoss & pine hole golf
o
That makes it hord 1@ decide he
iy A game
ortoeoaround the nine boles (s for
beginners, to0) or 3 ride out scross
Perthshice. The countryside around

srport for oveseas ton AR

147 Tour tothe fctory,visit o the National Moforyele Msevm in the Queens summer scar, Balmoral
Birmiogham for collecing hire bikes (Trophy, Thunderbird, | Case,has ot o offr: Beautiul sl
I Tridean for¥esscas Fttery ourers sowns, WKENRidlochey.ia, W€ hils,
57 | Depart Rougriam for Scancfouters Touting he Pesk Disict |+ marsalows foudh or Croft o Caber
ind the Yorkshire Dalesforfadtoryonces. Fark with Jots, of funi from quad

16 Mecting of all groups at Scotch Corner, from there continuing s

St The horel, with true Seonish
5 2 country syl is 2 splendid seting for
7 Following the roune descibed above. e e o e
et of hive bikes or following day means a long rde back

10 the boat in Hullor to the London

Departure for boat tourers from Hl
guests

area o retuen the hire bikes.

“The road along the A6S back south
Scolnd tours DM 290 for rider, DM 190 foe pilio rider including bot trsnsr s  stady ride, leading us slowely into
Rodam 13-, At b kG o S o e, g, Yokl e i o o

roadbook, woul o much like a shock
Factory vsto 390 DM, icluding oo botel sy, ,ht,.w,h,, ‘e thing definitively got
Bike i for fight tourerss £450, Mgt nt inclded. fst s the fading of the numerous

impressions from Scatland - especially
the memory of sc
of a Triumph, with other

RAT discount 5 fo the complet our and for bike hir!
g them from the.

R, 3 Triumph fans sharing the pleasure.




Funf

|

[ From the tip of its twin
|

| headlights to the tail of its curved seat unit, the
l Triumph T509 is mouthwateringly individual.

[ Neil Webster jumped the queue to try it out.

L B G
craves aw thells s the swff that
drcarns avc made o

Whether it in elipeon handlebar
Gicect racer or araight handlebar
stectfghtce mode, the TSI has juse
ongaim in fe~tohave fun.

The fow,light and ehinky chassis
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Stomach
twgging mid eange
urge deivered by the fuel
injectet $55c¢ liquis cooled engine
tempts the rider into tapping the full
porcnial of the brosd power curve.
rather than heading straight for the
Y500 rpm e tine. The guacantced
resit is face full of Grand Canyoll
smilesand a lambada heart bat,

And if the get up and go i

impressive, the stopping power is

cquilly dramatic. The twin piston
per._gemp. bt lie-gdngry T
bill gefice and bringy e bike 6 4
stop tycibulgiagly ickly,

The eheice of riding psitions ¢

enough o affect the way you approsch
the bike, With the low clip-ons ftted
yousprawlscrass the fucl tank, mould

nto the smooths and curvaceous lines

and scratch round bends knee out sty

eveling in the sensation as the front

wheel gaes light and the rear tyre

transfers that intoxicating mix. of

factar? The specification of the new

Spesd Triple i well knows by
with ghat typically Triumpt

thrce Eylinder motor g
ceutury dimension

contealled
fomageiconommirn:

The, result is instant i
responses whethr the acton s
pouring on the power or turn
Ing e off itk the Single
slehcer exhaling fninfosicat
ing banel that s ¢ &

e
eneration of Triumph motor
eyels,

e ne of the

specd s not the
raison déire of the engine
:

design and although top sp

i more than respectable, with
maximum power of 108 PS
achieved at 9100 rpm, s in the
more useful middle range that
the 85 N of torque makes
el el peakis

pipes, the silencer stats o sing

00 cpm and it top form
from 6000 rpm.

en o d1st
i the dlion of

il

Trivangh's ew
Rihminion
i uscs the eny

a sressed meonber, pm.du the home
fox this superb cogineering package
o e L
e moor's potential

operher they otter 3 vivid ad fic

roreycling experience that is

v o v s i o e
Missicacyou peilt
g
£y
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Li i 08 et e
Whamar s e mibl g
il B - wo vl
sl
B
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Triumph tescer recalling o 1960

quictspoken Tait with the rexdy grin

| isone o theinchusery Sovenlcgend:

| At the tender age of seven he

| unted a things 10 come by gering b
Dad’s 250 Triumph Tiger 70 sarted

and riding it up.the lane. "1 did

Know to close the throtle when 1

i bl e 00
T AT,

pon % o mn s

i b kel o

e
[

e 88 At

Ocber 70 1950, wa e

date and in the Viatage
f Duke

tortons) with
Len Baylisstaking the 250
honours o his Ellbee

Specal.

(e b . Prachcion 300
Lrophy for T Brands

Tait

and Triumph

Perey Tait was a'salaried tester at the original
Triumph factory, and part of his job was to race
the bikes he tested on the road. He became a
name synonymous with Triumph’s racing
achievements, reports Jim Reynolds.

PTG B 945 ST Hocsn't
sppeatin the results, | didnedo much
oo P idden the bike i 1 scromble.
the day before and just changed the
syres and handlebars for Aty
Bue_young Tied abiliyand
ke nation 't go. wnuiced
and s rextappearance on iriae s
Ierstone on Frank Baker's Tiger
70 250ssingle ith Teiwmph sprung
b, The race was won by Bill Lomas

o theworks five spesd Velogete, bt

ot beforc. an wnknown o an old
Triumph hid stuck & wheel in front
ind shen harricd the Vel o the cad.

epled Lomas.

That ride brought Perey 1o the
atention of entrants, while the end of
three years army savs him join

Teiumpha®Meriden oy & co e for




the Experimental Department.
e

Trumph e sl s 195 e wos

BACK

ook at what thebike was d
1

and a5
bumps it began to weave and bop
about 3 bit. The buggers lyng in the
ras were i my line of five an they
all goiovothe dich when they saw e
coming. Must have done old Doug's
bowlsa lotof good

HIS ability to et or rce just about
anything gor him involved with
Triumph's move o racing in the 60,
beginning with the development of the
500 i for Daytona. For 19675 race
Perey teted the whole batch and was

 bunch of
happy-go-lucky hard riding men

110 thar
the form book um had po Hance

the bunch for
favoured rider Gary Nixon who rode it

ould be described
s oo For ceanpi, e el

Had 1 problem with the Tiger
Gub Iubricarion:systers and had e
resters egulacly rding,from Coveitey
to Warford and bock again.

Boredom soor <t in, and the riders
agreed 1o cach put ten shillings 13
e iy for the first man o0 Witfords
A slowstiet on 1hif oceasion, Percy.
was vy behind 35 he joined the 45
4 headed for the M1 and Waford,

Thar gri. apaia, 1 wsed 10 cone
But of the woods and downghat febit
into fhe e Raler before the
saghe. The warshal would yc e
bikd begin to weave and they'd et o
of the way 1 reckon Twas the only
‘bloke wha ould_move themout of
ol

scing was fited around it
i 5 L
i, fom 2 9% Tia o

R
Bonneville for he factory and vas
b o o
s n.. Victoris inciading the 1971 Bol

v.\.m she Production TT stricd
01967, Percy was avouite or the00
lass “That ke was virally ke my
. véry fist” he remenmbers. “|
dorft think the Velos would have
canght i i hade'ehad rroubie,

“Then a coich came paston acceler

coundabout, Percy
tucked into is stipstrcam and kept the
little Cub on the point of alve bounce
dowahelong, haul souilY e, 811
mandgein fiendly wave aghey pissed
e leading U5 brunch and ot thers
TiesEGurtay OFEhE oW

ation from the

PERCY had the abiliy o get speed
where others could find no more, It
showed when he took an Ernic Earles
framed Tiger Cub up to Aintree and
passed Bill Webstee's 203cc MV dowen
the straight before going on 1o win
Afer the race Webster came over tosee

what had beaten his exoti
exploded; “Bloody hell. I've speat all
this money and 4 tuppenny-happenny
Triumph beats me!”

Percy hasonly kept fracion of the
cups won in  long acing carcer, but
e s for fastst lap of the mecting at
Crys

Palace in 1953 on a 650

Tridenws

A Rumber of developent
model were o e tesed ot the MIRA
et track near Nuncaton, it was his

i 5 e € the vk e
ouft o Bring Along the bies § bt ng
reaton to it defest when fomscone
Fggeatel e Tt i o e e
bought the butics

“I eent round this lfe-hander and
ih sdca cams up. s wen up he
bank and the hedge
ain, bt  wa il head, v fire
atthe cafe tool

ck down

Perey has a quiet way of
understating 2 story. Like the
demonstration of a Bonneville he was
required to give to Doug Hele
and others of the Experim
Deparement. “We weat off and found
this ice litle ane with lots of bumps,”
recals Percy, “and 1 had to ride the
bike through this bend while Doug.

laid down in the grass to gt 3 close

went round the et lap on ane. por
then came in. The mechanic should
never et you o out sgan afir that
sort of thing but they et me go and |
wasaealy ik up, it By 1 tbe
bt 89 it tat‘orc f the spokes
cine hiched, ahd pinired dhe
reandTwasou
“Trumph tht grew from
meanbers 35 one

b proddic
of his favourites: “That ke 500 wa
the biggest challenge. I used o blow
Manxes off and Peter Williams used to

getso wild that b couldn't cach 1"
Revving to 9000rpm, it was fas
enough to take Percy 10 second place n
the 1969 500 Belgian
only Agostni on the MYV ahead. The
16mph eace average from a pushrod
coadstr cagine hints at what might
have been if Meriden had offercd an
option to sgeing Norton and Matchless
singes,
Not that Perey cojoyed liing on

ind Prix, with




the road, with the factory Transit
and mechanic Arthur Jakeman his
only companions for some GPs.
Arthur was very good,” e says. "I
femember we weat to Sweden and |
won the 500, blese off the Lintos
When it came to the production race
my bike had'sbecn going very well in
practice but Archur got it sorted i the
lastsesion and it was relly fying;
Rodacy

snd we sgreed o ride our own race

1 had 3 fast bike 100

and split the mone for st and second
betaecen us. But, going to the sart, my
float chamber mounting rod broke and
Arthur went and cut some wite from
the fence o fix it

“The float height was all wrong,
and 1 hada' got the top cnd specd, bt
afice a fow laps. | was sssond behind
Rod

ney

Petcy gor past Gould's Honmcvil
on the approach 1o theins | hirpin,
b Roodney stuck 2 wheel inside as
ey braked foxthe il bend. 1

carburation all wrong. Then sudenly
it hit again and I went sdeway

" hnew 1RRTT go srsigh o or
SetofT i, s0 | went sraight down this

bloody great bank, in and out of geeat

b rocks. I turned round, back up the

bank and there was Rodney waving to

T a8 G S T T gl e
it e

the crowd s he went pas,

Vhen he saw me, his fice was
eal picture - b 1 fnished second and
he had 10 share the mon

with el
They prescnted me with 3 model

scrambler ot the prize giving,

THE Bonneville gave way 1o the
thrce.cylinder Trident i 1970
hard bike to ide,”

ishis opinion. "Very
ity power. You could spin it very

casily a you came out of  hairpin.”

But it reputation became
legen
defcat of Agostini at Mallory Park - the

fary with John Cooper’s histoic

only fest bya rtumph comparsble to
the five-ina-row Production T wins
Qs X 2T 2

ot was siven ta,the bike
P rogaling-vo- g e 80
Or with 3 scayenging problem ghot
left the machine evared in ol It wax
idden by Percy and Steve Jollyland 4§

Man becaise
of his willingaess to- pick ip urge
parecls.drom supplicts.during test
rides) a0 oy Sam was nawugally

goof thebkersoearly as Percy dashed
over the road, resuling in a bad start
and 2 Kird cide ug through the eld o

Near that sword i the mementa of
what he sl regards s his
the Bl dOrin 1971

The most amazing fact of his

Triumph racin historyi his pay scale!
He was paid as  tester with

o

being one of the works team. Other

xtra in his pay packet for

sars might negotiate a rtainer or win
bonuses, but faihful Percy got his
tester's maney and nothing morc

“We won the Coupe dEndurance
one year and Malcolm Uphill got his
bike given to him, butall T got was &
pen and pencil se
And when 1 wanted my 750 racer 1

had to pay for it | remember they even

e smiles grimly

charged me £30 extra for the rear
wheel sprockets o go with

He always had_good_personal
celions with shop floor workees a1
Trivmph b clesely found some ofthe
topbras diffeult fve withs

“They tried to sop me racing
once;” e seeal “This boke wha ran
the whole ot at BSA ssid t0 me, We
o't/ wat_to_have.you_ racing any
mare, we'll Regp the racin separac”.
08 0 him, Ok 0 wha's goin
T ke

He sid 1 was, and | tcld him if
sopped racing 1 wouldn' test another
bike. So they just It me have  bike t0

face for myself”

d ‘o e Balked i the converied
Warkvickshite farmboute Mhere e
keeps 3 few sheep, he and wite Di
giggled at the memory of a
Scarborough mecting when Percy
was offering sweets around  the
paddock.

Johin Cooper and the Motor Cycle
News girls were champing sway when

they discovered the sweets contain

mustard or curry and Perey retreated
tohide in the back of his van.

Phil Read had earlier refused a
“sweet'but asked for one while heading
out for the big race. “What could [
do?,” laughs Di. “1 gave him a sweet

ol the lap records o get tothe finih to
spititcun!
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Down
the line

behind Triumph's prodilction line operation. Neil Webster joins factory tour
guide Robert Brown o find out what goes on down on the line.

Teamwork and quality

control are the keynotes

uring & typical - cight hour
prouction shiftames: Trtmph
leaes the Hinckley. prodction linc
xery s and a balFmimuncs, Wi rest
ek, that equates o araund 70 pew
biks per day
T 3 statitic thar demonstrates
Triumph's commitment to cmbracing

modern production techniques to

complementthe traditional lents and
skills of its cogineering and design

The prosbicion line ¢t out on s
L pittern, witythe.rin sapting wigh
oo mched eranlon hales, The
carbox s then built up and
me before the suspension,
wheels, ancillrcs and bodywork are

engine and

fned ina .

fited
To handle the process the
e squad i arranged into
b averaging cight

y member has an

members. Es
average of six tasks to complete,
uding sub assembly preparation
fitmentin thesixand 3 halFminue

“To add o the teamwork clement of

the system, cach team s also




responsible for checking not only the.
ity of its own work, but th of the
preceding tcom. 168 3 qualiy sonal
e common throughout the
fictory andsose thit helps 10 ensufe
that cvsryone works together 1 get
shings sight frs, e,
Merbers of the team jare also
trained o work on_the stitions
adjacedl 19 their pwmy 150 they

Tour

Aftet being ited with a temporary
seat and dry charged battery, the
machine is fuclled and the sump flled
with oi before being started, warmed
o operational temperature and ridden
into the rlling road g

With the front and rear wheel on
rollees it is then taken up to 78mph in
the gears and beaked back down. Each

machine must achicve

befare being passed, with all the
information from the test bed being
logged onto s individusl computer
record  with its VIN an
engine aumber.

Only then is 3 Triumph
motoreyele’s first joueney complece. It
which \sproduce machincd and), may have becn one of the shortest it

fibfesccd iamwinvhe.correct squcace. il sver ak, but Triumph kaow: it is
w0 marchhe build progsimyne. Tha probably. the most important trip
sllowy prodiicion o siep away frow _ofits life:

budh” mangfactuaing one i¥pe of

chine and insthad to W . BN » GE
il i and

country speclficationsy maximieing the
cifiiengy o€ the.—production|
capabilic

app » denings
BETHEr nelghBaTs, and ey arc
geadually  moved  around  the
production linc to broaden their
experience and flexibilty.

Testng also plays a part in the
assembly process el Around s
haue-afie? sarting o theincr-dhe.
fatiease B vl fordh art of o
complte cngine, | Exkch enging 8 then
Told tescd befare 1t s Tied o 3

The cold test cntils filling the
motor with hot ol before driving it
from the output shaft to check gear
seletion, clutch operation and o test
forlesks. Only f it pasesatthis stage is
the eagine alocated an cngine number
and put back into the production run.

Pre-prepared frames, subframes
and rear suspension assemblics arc

dlipped 1o an overhead carricr and
lified from the conveyor system on
which it starcd lfe.

Pars are fed to the assembly teams
by the various production departments

the, usscmibly process it 1kes o s
wheels o the it time and i thery

out on e joeney, the complete
motoreyele rolsoff the production line
and iiediuely crtets 3-dhgarovs
200 o st prouganine.

w1 vons (@)
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he Triumph Triple Connection ra
and collowables iy contersed o madéo the el ch

f personal accessories

standards as the company’s motorcycles. Individuality, style,
function and quality combine to offer you a choice of gifts that
perfeetly complement the ownership of a Triumph motoreyele

Triumph' range of luggage is
made from a careful choice of
materials with fashionable
iloring to meet all travelling
requirements. The range
figis 2 free kil ores
bag,aircraft bag, bumbag, tool
it hemed bag‘ back pack
large back pack

back pack.

To order, please contact your
Triumph dealer.
may not be available in some

markets due to technical or
legislative constraints,

Triumph's
range
‘watches
includes the
Sports
Hand finished luxury produetsd A fiew range of distinctivé belt.  featuring a white face with
biickles hand crafted from fine  black leather strap and the
English pewter fitin seconds  Carbon Fibre Automatic with
in calf leather with embossed to the Triumph embossed a carbon face, metal bracelet
Trident branding, leather belt and additional diving strap.

FREE DAYTONA GLOVES
WHEN YOU PURCHASE A TIGER
WATERPROOF JACKET

WHILE STOCKS LAST

PRESENT TO DEALER
| claim my free Daytona gloves with my purchase of a Triumph
Tiger jacket

Offer ends March Ist 1997.

ame:
RAT membership number
Dealer stamp:




it am s
produced a range of
dedicated quality accessorics
designed 1o allow you to tailor
your machine to your own tastc
Whether your plans include
touring, cruising or sports
riding, genuine Triumph
accessorics add an_ individual
touch 1 your machine. Some of
the latest additions to the
accessory range are as follows:

Top Box

“'Designed to.
complement the.

Trophy. Sprint

‘aceomm

helmets and can be ordered in

all T\gar 1996 Trophy.and 1995
Sprin colours. A

back rest will also be available

shortly.

Trophy heated grips
Ideal for the serious tourer,
these heated handlebar grips
will ke, the worst-ravages
winter at bay,

e frive Bek fegited 0 c
all Trophys from the 1996
model year onwards.

The wiring harness on these
machines has a dedicated
connector in the front cockpit

Machines carrying a Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN)
after 44862 are fitted with
handlebars which allow direct
fitting of the heated grips. If
your machine carries an
‘earlier VIN number it is
necessary to get your dealer
o slightly modify the
handiebars or to order a set
of the latest specification ‘bars.

i
Thunderbird cissy bar

Available:in both polished and chromed finishes, this cissy
bar fits all Thunderbird models and features the same back
'pad and badge Used on the Adventurer cissy bar:

“The final touch of luxury fortyour Thunderbird. A quality
leather: sg‘sm;ga umnzrds water pesisiant

leather.

Thunderbird/Adventurer
alarm

Dm\apedﬁrnmhhrpwm
specially

. The
alar is positioned|under the
el tank, allowing quickiand
easy fitment.

phy

196 lower

fairing

spoiler

A simple ;

addition Thunderbird and

which helps  Adventurer centre stand

keepthe  Supplied as a complete kit,
rider's feet warm and dry including fitting instuctions, the
during cold or wet weather, centre stand fits
these plastic mouldings clip  Thunderbird and Adventurer

straight into the lower fairing  models, and is useful for both
vents to block the flow of cold  maintenance work and
air arking



If convention is not yobr cup of tea, then Yol may/well find a new partner
in the Triumph Adventdrer/ A 900cc triple, this'distinctive machine wears
its soul on the outside.

The American influence is self evident, nothing is conventional on this
Trigmph. High rise bars; single seat, megaphone exhatist)and ducktail rear
mudguard ¢reate an uncompromising appearance highlighted by colour
schemes originated by Triumph in the early 60's.

The detail and quality of this bike deserves a closer look. An evocative
tank badge, tail lamp, side panel badge and tank knee pads are just some of
the finer points that make this street cruiser a genuine Triumph

A full range of factory accessories mean it can stay a genuine Triumph
too, however far you want to take it.

Triumph Motorcycles Limited, Hnckey, Leiestershire, LETO 385, I




